
Year 4 Music
Musical Language

Dynamics Expression and volume

Pulse Steady underlying beat in music

Rhythm Patterns of long and short notes in 
sound and silence

Tempo Speed of the pulse

Duration Length of sounds and silences

Pitch High and low sounds

Melody Pattern of pitched notes making a tune

Notation Visual representation of music

Ostinato Repeating pattern in music

Harmony Extra notes played with the tune

Genre Categories of music which share a style

Year 4 Origin Focus In – Popular Music (from 1950s) 
1960s The British Invasion (The Beatles)
1970s Glam Rock (Queen) Ska (Madness)

Disco (ABBA)
1980s Synth pop (Duran Duran)
1990s Boy Bands, Girl Groups and    

Britpop
21st Century still new genres appearing

Influenced by many 
other genres

• Commercially recorded music (aim is for 
people to buy it)

• Over the years it has become more 
accessible for everyone – radio, TV, 
YouTube, Spotify.

• Use of electronical recorded instruments 
rather than real instruments. 

Violin

Ukulele

Double Bass

String instruments
to name and recognise their sound.

Guitar

Electric

Cello

Guitar

Bass Guitar

Ukulele Chords


